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Dear Friends of Oasis, 

On behalf of our staff, the youth and families we serve, thank you for supporting the Oa-

sis Center. 

Desmond Tutu writes, “When we see the face of a child, we think of the future. We think of their 

dreams about what they might become, and what they might accomplish.” 

The work of Oasis in 2016 saw the light in the face of our young glow radiantly. We saw 

dreams progress and accomplishments increase for many. True impact is measured in 

transformative moments and sustainable growth.  

Being a leading voice on issues of youth homelessness, family crisis, juvenile justice, equity 

and bias around race, poverty and gender identification and youth workforce development 

carries the responsibility to sustain. Our approach continues to emphasize the importance 

of collective impact through strategic community and national partnerships.  

Oasis’ focus for the future (reflected in our strategic plan) is to increase our effort around 

long-term systemic change in the institutions that most significantly impact the lives of 

our youth and their families. Policy work and the creation of deeper understanding for 

those who supervise, educate and govern our community will be emphasized in all content 

areas. It is not enough to respond to crisis, one must seize all opportunity to change the 

status quo and create a new trajectory. 

I chose Desmond Tutu because he reminds us that in all the confusion, disorder and  

complexities we face each day, the light of tomorrow is found in the face of the young. 

Seeing the rapid growth and prosperity n Nashville could easily cause us to forget the  

other side of the story. The wake up call highlights change, however constant, escalating at 

a rate not seen in Nashville before. The opportunity is the chance to shape that change 

around a set of powerful uniquely inclusive values. 

Your support is representative of the benevolent character of the citizens of Nashville: 

character historically intolerant of exclusion and focused on meeting need unchecked, for 

all members of our community.  

Thank you for believing in us and for caring so deeply about our youth. 

 

 

 

Tom Ward, CEO of Oasis Center 



Crisis & Residential Services 

 

under the age of 24 
lack safe, permanent

*Source: Youth Count, Summer 2016

Crisis & Residential Services 



 

CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS OF 

YOUTH HOMELESSNESS: 

996 youth 
under the age of 24  

lack safe, permanent 
housing in 

Nashville, TN.* 

 Aged out of foster care 

 Identify as LGBTQI 

 Lack of affordable housing 

 Sexual/mental abuse 

 Parental neglect 

*Source: Youth Count, Summer 2016 
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Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Stevens 

Tennessee Steel Haulers 

United Way of Metroplitan Nashville 
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Ben Thomas 
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Our Supporters 
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Mr. & Mrs. Harris Gilbert 
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Mrs. Kathleen E. Harkey 

Jerrica Harlan 

Harpeth Hills Memory Gardens and Funeral 
Home 

Kasie & Tim Hartnett 
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Barbara Pierce 

Teens Helping Teens 
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Ms. Tricia Schelzig 

Jim  Schmidt 

ServiceSource International, Inc. 

John Shea 

Paul & Celeste Shearer 

Debra Shmueli 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sims 

Patrick Sims 
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Mr. Wayne Halper 

Steven Hancock 
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Our Supporters 
$1—$100 

Charles Alexander 

Kim Almond 

Joey Amato 

American General Life Insurance 

Allie Anderson 

Dr. John Angiolillo 
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Our Supporters 
$1—$100 (continued) 
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$1—$100 (continued) 
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Our Supporters 
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Oasis Center Volunteers 
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Fiscal Year 2016 Financial Report 

 Expenses 

  

Crisis and Residential Services $907,139 

Counseling $267,619 

Statewide TOP $678,337 

Youth Engagement and Action $990,873 

College Connection $352,929 

Transitions (Workforce Development) Initiative $504,130 

Management General and Fundraising $1,069,375 

Total $4,770,402 

 Revenue 

  

Private Contributions $1,508,999 

Federal and State Grants $2,481,620 

United Way $407,564 

Program Fees and Misc. $127,652 

Investment Gain $101,095 

Total $4,626,930 

  

  

In 2016, Oasis Center served 3,839 youth and family members, the 

most served by the organization since it’s inception in 1969. 

In the past two years, Oasis Center experienced a 48% growth rate 

in the number of  clients served.  
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Laura Creekmore  
Creek Content 

Collie Daily 
Hardsworth Construction 

Honorable Richard Dinkins 
Tennessee State Courts 

Rev. Sonnye Dixon 
Hobson United Methodist Church 

Kent Earls (Marketing Committee Chair) 
Universal Music Publishing Group, Nashville 

Stephanie Ingram 
Community Volunteer 

Dave Mazur 
Nissan 

 

Laura E. Proctor 
LP Building Products 

Bill Purcell (Leadership Committee Chair) 
Farmer Purcell White & Lassiter, PLLC 

Lavona Russell  
Community Volunteer 

Heather Steele  
Bank of Tennessee  

Sam Strang 
Alley-Cassetty 

Sissy Wilson  
Community Volunteer 

Brenda Wynn 
Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County 

 

Junior League Representative: 

Jill Heyman (Ex-Officio, Jr. League) 
Mars Petcare 

 

Youth Representative: 

Jacqueline Herrera 
Student at Lipscomb University 

 

Young Leaders Interns: 

Emeline Thrash 
Avenue Bank (Pinnacle) 

Rachel Tompkins 
Teach for America  



www.oasiscenter.org 

1704 Charlotte Avenue, Suite 200 
Nashville, TN  37216 

615.327.4455 


