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Building relationships that advance youth well-being, amplify youth

voice and inspire action toward a just community

Located in Nashville, Oasis Center is a nationally recognized

organization on a mission to help young people in Middle Tennessee

move into a happy, healthy, and productive adulthood.

In 1969, a group of young lawyers came together to establish the "Rap

House," a simple community center for runaway teens and youth

struggling with addictions. Nearly 50 years later, the "Rap House" has

evolved into Oasis Center, where over 3,000 youth and their families

turn for help and direct support every year. Oasis Center provides a

wide range of opportunities that reflect the diverse needs of youth

and their families, from crisis intervention to youth leadership and

community engagement to college and career access. 

Our 20+ programs and services are based on the foundation of four

areas for youth success - Safety, Belonging, Empowerment, and

Generosity. All of our work is also firmly rooted in the evidence-based

principles of Positive Youth Development and Trauma-Informed Care.

ABOUT
OASIS
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Youth Action, Advocacy, and Education

 

Youth Action, Advocacy & Education (AAE) is a

range of leadership development and community

engagement programs that help youth, ages 11-

24, cultivate healthy behaviors, build positive

attitudes and life skills, and take action to create

positive community change. 

 



MAYOR'S YOUTH
COUNCIL

The Mayor's Youth Council is a space

where youth voice is prioritized and

mobilized to create sustainable change

throughout Nashville.

This year the Mayor's Youth Council

consisted of 40 students from 17 different

schools across Nashville. The group

completed over 1000 hours of community

service and hosted their annual Mayor's

Youth Summit. 

The Mayor's Youth Summit, held virtually,

had 190 attendees with 31 MNPS schools

represented and 27 Community

Organizations represented.

In the spring, the group hosted the MLK

Day Youth Symposium and the Youth

Climate Summit, connecting with over 150

community members! 

"Collaboration is best
with youth AND adults."
- M Y C  C O U N C I L  M E M B E R
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BUILDING
BRIDGES

Building Bridges is designed to prepare

youth for living, working, and creating

positive change in our diverse world. By

completing any of the Building Bridges

program experiences, youth benefit from

a range of interactive activities that help

them develop leadership competencies,

demonstrate more inclusive attitudes and

behaviors toward individuals who are

different from them, and increase

involvement in their communities.

The WE City program is a leadership

development program for high-school-

aged students in Davidson County. Ten

young people joined the leadership cohort

this program year and represented the

diversity of Nashville. 
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Change.
Leadership.
Community Engagement.



STATEWIDE 
TOP

Youth Engaged Staff Trained

114 190 700
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Community Service

Hours 

For over 25 years,

Wyman’s Teen Outreach

Program (TOP®) has

been a cornerstone of our

work with teens in metro

schools. This evidence-

based model combines a

safe, engaging group

setting with service-

learning to help young

people build healthy

behaviors, life skills, and a

sense of purpose.



Throughout June & July this past summer, a group of

10 young people came together from all across

Nashville for the purpose of creating a mural together

under the guidance of local artist, Omari Booker. 

ART +
ACTIVISM 

This was the first summer program for the

Underground Art Studio at Oasis, and it was also the

first time we were able to meet in-person again since

the pandemic began.
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Schools represented by the youth included: Bellevue

MS, Big Picture HS, Hillsboro HS, Hull Jackson ES

Montessori, Hume-Fogg HS, IT Creswell MS,

McGavock HS, and Valor Collegiate Academy.

Watch the mural come to life over the course of the

summer! You can see it at Fisk Court right next to the

;Oasis at the Youth Opportunity Center!



JUST US

Youth Engaged Youth providers

reached with

LGTBQ+ training

80 1633 22

Youth Received

Counseling  

Oasis Center launched Just Us in

2011 with a simple goal: to provide

LGBTQ+ youth a safe space all to

their own, where they can build

relationships with peers and caring

adults and be affirmed for being

their authentic selves. 

When transitioning to online

programming, Becoming Us and

Students of Stonewall expanded

their reach when programs were

online. Students of Stonewall

planned and implemented 19

service projects focused on social

justice issues.
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WE GO

WeGo Youth Action Team consisted of

eight bright young students from six

schools across Nashville. 

Over the course of the school year, the

group created useful transit information

on social media, created and shared a

survey to capture youth attitudes

towards transit, and presented to key

stakeholders in Nashville transit.

The team also got to meet with WeGo

staff and the Transit Alliance to discuss

transit equity and youth concerns!

"This program gave me a
community. I made
friends that were
completely different from
me and we were able to
bond over public transit. I
fell in love with
Oasis as a whole."
- W E G O  T E A M  M E M B E R
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ITOP

ITOP students volunteered 504

hours.

95% of ITOP participants

reported feeling more

connected to their community. 

100% of ITOP participants 

 reported an increased sense of

empowerment to reach their

goals. 

TEENS United, a part of

Celebrate Nashville, was

organized by 6 international

youth representing 4 different

countries including: El Salvador,

Burma, Honduras, and Mexico.

For nearly 29 years, Oasis Center's

International Teen Outreach

Program (ITOP) has helped

immigrant and refugee teens in

Nashville find their identity in a new

culture, develop life skills, and build

a sense of purpose through

education and service-learning. 

This year:
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BIKE WORKSHOP

Each year, we equip underserved youth

with their own custom bike, which they

build from frame to finish. In the Bike

Workshop, youth select a donated bike

that is theirs to keep at the end of the

program. 

This year's Bike Workshop served 31

youth and 94% reported increase in bike

maintenance ability and knowledge.

The Watkins Pump track, located in

North Nashville, completed construction

and is now open to all riders! Since it

opened, it has had more than 50,000

rides logged! 
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Empower. 
Rebuild. 
Ride On.



COLLEGE 
CONNECTION

Students Enrolled Calls to Students 

761 3758 13
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Schools Served

Highlights for College Connection

this year included a Virtual College

Fair for MNPS Students. 

College Workbooks for Middle

School Teachers as well as

Students & Families were created.

We also presented to the Foster

Youth Review Board about our

services. 

For our middle school students,

Gear Up mentors hosted a 'Gearing

Up for College' Spring Break Camp.



Crisis & Residential Services

 

Crisis & Residential Services are exclusively for

youth who are experiencing homelessness,

have run away, and/or are experiencing

personal or famil The COVID crisis has added

an enormous burden on our youth. Through it

all, our crisis services teams continued to

provide much needed support to youth most

in need.
 



RAPID
REHOUSING

Youth Served Average # of Days from

enrollment to move in

160 57 88
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Moved into Housing

Rapid Rehousing (RRH) case

managers assists in housing

placement and rental assistance

and connect clients to the

following supportive services:

temporary shelter, personal

identification; high school/GED

programs, post-secondary, and

other education services; financial

aid; public benefits; and health,

mental health, and more. 



FISK COURT

Fisk Court is Nashville's permanent

supportive housing community for

youth experiencing homelessness.

Less than a year ago and as result of

The Key (Nashville's citywide

initiative to end youth homelessness

by 2020), Urban Housing Solutions

began making their 19 units at Fisk

Court available to young people

referred by Oasis.

Residents work with Oasis staff that

provide case management, life, and

employment skills development as

well as other wrap-around services

to help them adapt to their new

living situation. 
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21

Youth served in
Fisk Court from 

2020-2021



STREET
OUTREACH

Total Youth Served
Youth that exited to a

permanent destination

391 115
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Over 900 young adults in Nashville

between the ages of 18 and 24 do

not have safe place to sleep at

night, a permanent address, or a

place they can call “home.”

Oasis Center's Street Outreach

Program is one of the only

resources in Metro Nashville

dedicated specifically to

supporting these young people.



EMERGENCY 
SHELTER

The only one of its kind in

Tennessee, the residential Shelter

Program operates as a safe,

therapeutic environment for youth

ages 13-17 experiencing a myriad

of difficulties, including, but not

limited to: homelessness/unstable

housing, runaway behaviors,

family dynamic issues, mental

health struggles. 

This year, 98% of youth
exited the shelter to a
safe living situation
outside of foster care.
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COUNSELING

Our counselors provide a

comprehensive array of services to

children and youth and to their

families, which assists them in

resolving problems, rediscovering

and using their strengths, and

returning to an optimal level of

functioning.

This year Oasis provided free

family counseling services for 346

youth and family members,

including 78 youth and family

members in our Shelter and 268

youth and family members

through community-based

counseling. 
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Samantha Parker 

Amy Allen 

Jane Fleishman 

Christopher Purcell 

Patricia Frost 

Kacy Belew 

Katherine Umberg 

Robert Steele 

Matthew Umberg 

Brock Sanders 

Rhianne Makovec 

Nellie Nejaime 

Christopher Peel 

Shelley McGowan 

Anne Smith 

Lynn Roy 

Katherine Kahn 

Travis Parman 

Ronald Huff 

Michele Comporesi

Amy Ryan 

Sammy & Sallie Swor

Robert Marx 

Susi Trabue 

Brad Bissell 

Laura Bantle 

Larhonda Howard 

Luke Higgins 

Lisa Ellis 

Robbie Drueck 

Michael Centi 

Keith Fawcett 

Charles Alexander 

Andres Martinez 

Diane Honda 

Allison Inman 

David & Joyce Eyler 

Ariel Happe 

Kimberly Stephan Tate

Rachael Prieto 

Adam Gaskill 

Wolfgang Opitz 

Patricia Bray 

Norma Burgess 

Margie Hunter 

Wayne Lampley 

Cheryl Hiers 

Suzanne Lemaire Lozier

Michael Friddell 

Tammy Rutherford

Mariah Mohary 

Jason Kloos 

Cara Reed 

Jaydeep Pathak 

Kristen Collins 

Ashley Rogers 

Susan Summar 

Meredith Long 

Kylen Sharpe 

Campbell Coleman 

Lily Greenberg 

Kevin Crace 

Emily Reutlinger 

Alan Denton 

Caroline Shumate 

Christopher Edwards

Carole Kent 

Anna Williams

Heather Jenkins

Shantell Johnson

Lauren Rambo 

Eric Farmer 

Ryan Silver 

SiriusXM 

Jane DuBose 

Robert Half 

Cynthia Huang-Pollock

Ashlee Davis 

Sara Otterstrom 

Erika Taylor Paul Hull 

Diane Easter 

Chuck & Sharon McKinney 

Austin Lewis 

Toby Eveland 

Andrew Eshelman 

Our Partners 

$99-$1 



Jean Roseman 

Kristen Beahm 

Derek Williams 

Airiel Woods 

Emily Snyder 

Carolyn Hendrickson

Financial Executives 
Institute 

Arden Johnson 

Amy Martin 

Kinley Lagrange 

Julia Barry 

Jo Davis 

Denise Barta 

Steve Olson 

Joanne Morrison 

Kevin Leung 

Paul Caprara 

Kerri Lugo 

Carol Kenner 

Lisa Irving 

Korri Rolla 

Allison Mathieu 

Leslie Kretz 

Byron Jourdan 

Mackenzie Brown 

Jeffery Skinner 

Jacqueline NeJaime 

Nancy Ludrick 

Ruth Slater 

Diane Sickmen 

Michael Rutter 

Delaney Gray 

Andrew Hauser 

Harold Griffin 

Bryce Bivens 

Betsy Whitaker 

Erika Burnett 

Jay Allen 

Jill Altom 

Ivan Miller 

David Gresham 

Rokeisha Bryant 

Troy Vines 

Katherine Romero 

Linda Paganini 

Tucker Thomas 

Corey Cox 

Clay Morrissett 

Lee Nolen 

Alexandra Payne 

Wendy Teffeteller

Helene Brady 

Alec Eskind 

Diane Smith 

Parnassus Books 

Roy & Charlene Hiller 

Jasmine Miller 

Joceline Lemaire 

Jean Oldfield 

Jenn Garcia 

Heather Vincent 

Brenda Wynn 

Lisa Brazil 

Hannah Owens 

Andrew Thompson 

Katie Dugan 

Hope Hall 

Sherry Allen 

Dale Mitchell 

Lauren Rouse 

Amanda Stahl 

Kelly Taylor 

Caroline Somerville 

Andrew Apodaca 

Shannon Lauritsen 

Allison Rosenzweig 

Janet Olkowski 

Hiasaura Rubenstein 

Patricia Graham 

Kathleen Stranch 

Nicole Brose 

Chasity Horn 

Megan Gibson 

Katharine Mosher 

Debra Hamlin 

Tynethia Corbin 

Kenneth Bonifay 

Damon Byrd 

Bianca Barela 

Ann Anderson 

Our Partners 

$99-$1 



Greg Hall 

Jason Schuster 

Kerri Mitchell 

Nicolette Kostiw 

Jill Dunham 

Jeffrey WIlson 

Alice Burkes 

Jonna Laidlaw 

Cheryl Kinley 

Altrese Garrett 

Deidra Brooks 

Carson O'Shoney 

Cory Shannon 

Angelique Fisher 

Sarah Brown 

Emeline Thomas 

Leigh Davis 

Sarah King 

Jen Malson 

Clinton Brown 

Taylor Israel 

Casey Hekker 

Stan and Zippy Silverman

William Carver 

Hannah Miller 

Breanna Shirk 

Michael George 

Alissa Feldbau 

Nicole Elliott 

Jennifer Hart 

Karen Baker 

Larry Jefferson 

Nina Zoppi 

Elizabeth Holmes 

Krista Olson 

Joshua Oren 

Ella Griffin 

Christopher Conger 

Regina Waller 

Jocelyn Taylor 

Margaret O. Darby 

Lauren McClusky 

Sadie Cornelius 

Janet Fleet 

Renee Nagle 

Jenna Livingston 

Christopher Brandus 

Brandon Witcher 

Veronica Pugh 

Meghan Pittenger 

Roger Boucher 

Erica Herron 

Lennie Patterson 

Ashe Tuck 

Jeremy Jennette 

Nashville Blanket Project 

Laura McLean 

Jeremy Tow 

Caitlin Milder 

Allison Hammond 

Katherine Williams 

Les Whitaker 

Leila Gibson 

Kiah Rinehart 

Melinda Barkstrom 

Katelyn Smith 

Kaitlin O'Connell 

Emily Bailey 

Tommy Oswalt 

Dana Rogers 

Tylena & Josh Jeans 

Bruno Chauvet 

David Saunders 

Debra Friedman 

Christine Beauchemin 

Evelyn Drake 

Brandon Bogenreif 

Patricia Crist 

Kristen Parke 

Adam Doros 

Nashville Soccer Club 

Renee Barker 

Page Regan 

Walter and Karen Woods 

Kelley Pelleg 

Sophie Li 

Marie Sueing 

Grace Parsons 

Ty Scheske 

Katharine Rice 

Ms. Lauren Richert 

Our Partners 

$99-$1 



Hallie Wiedner 

Kara Enos 

Ashley Lomax 

Shea White 

Josh Livecchi 

Amanda Adams 

Catherine Thompson 

Samantha Phillips 

Stephanie Wang 

Mary Gilpin 

Peter Vielehr 

Meghan Kindsvater 

Gregory Leo 

Rachel Cox 

Our Partners 

$99-$1 



Financials FY2021

Revenue & Other Support

Private Contributions

Federal & State Grants

Other Grants

United Way

Special Event Revenue

Investment Return

Program fees and other

TOTAL

$2,276,265

$3,978,785

$361,085

$337,800

$5,000

$695,093

$106,807

$7,760,835

Expenses

Crisis & Residential Services

Counseling

Statewide TOP

Youth Action, Advocacy & Education

Oasis College Connection

Transitions

Management, General & Fundraising

TOTAL

$3,060,351

$259,765

$523,427

$1,117,271

$452,319

$338,162

$1,324,142

$7,075,437



Building relationships that advance youth well-being, amplify
youth voice and inspire action towards a just community 

1704 Charlotte Ave. Ste. 200 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615.327.4455 
www.oasiscenter.org 

Together . . . 


